
 
Blackwood Uniting Church 

More than a Sunday Church… 
 

Week of 25th November  ~ Service on  Sunday 27th November 2022  
Message 9.15am & 11am: Michael Dowling 

Worship Leader: Ashleigh Lower 
Reader: Bev Eccleston 

Filmed by Tim Lee  
Holy Communion 

 
 

 

Lectionary readings – 20th November (Advent 1) 

Is 2: 1-5 ♦ Ps 122 ♦ Rom 13: 11-14 ♦ Mt 24: 36-44 
 

Next week Sunday 4th December  

Message:  Rev Dr Malcolm McArthur 

Worship Leader: Danny Mills 

Reader: Bev Eccleston 
 

Reflections on the Reading 

 
They shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 

pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 

they learn war any more… 

 

This Sunday’s reading from Isaiah sounds mighty hopeful, doesn’t it? 

Especially so in light of our human penchant for a bit of the old 

ultraviolence. As a species, will we ever kick the habit of waging war and 

killing each other? We shall examine this thorny conundrum on Sunday as 

we begin Advent, with our theme “A World Reborn.” 
 

 

Michael Dowling 
 

 
 

We believe we are called by God to be an inclusive 
Christian community, committed to justice, 

learning, service and care. 



 

Jesus’ prayer to his mother.         
   
 

Cover me, shroud me with straw; 
Waft sweet incense to cleanse me, 
Animal breath to warm me, 
Shepherds’ lanterns to light my crib 
And angels to keep watch.    
 
Give me a mother, 
Star struck; 
Give me a father, 
Down on his luck; 
Give me a home 
Of shavings and joints, 
Of carvings and planes and tools. 
 
Give me a song 
Spun of warmest fleece. 
Tell me a story 
Of a world at peace. 
Hold my hand 
Against the storm, 
Shelter me now against the pain. 
 

 Ashleigh Lower (Worship Leader 27th November 2022) 

 
BUC Community Program Christmas Craft Fair 
 
This years Christmas Craft Fair has been a marvellous success and I would like to 
thank everyone who gave their time and generous donations to make this event 
happen. Without all of the wonderful volunteers at the BUC it would not be the 
place that it is. 
 
Stallholder and visitors alike had a fabulous day, many Christmas gifts were 
purchased, and raffle prizes were won. Lashings of scones, sandwiches and 
quiches were consumed (I ate far too many scones, but when in Rome…as they 
say) all made and presented by a team of dedicated women in the kitchen who I 
am awe of. Thank you, thank you for your efforts.  
 
I saw many friendly faces that I knew, so glad that so many of you came along, as 
well as met many new people who had not ventured through our doors before. For 



those who couldn’t make it I’ve added some photos, so you can see just what a 
super day it was.  
 
Finally to my team of cc volunteer girls. You are truly the most wonderful team to 
work with and I am profoundly blessed. Sterling effort ladies! 
 

 

 



 
 

Peta Workman 

 
Blackwood Christmas Pageant 
 

Friday 2nd of December we see the great return of the Blackwood 
Christmas Pageant in its full glory. This year the BUC Community 
Program will be entering a float (of sorts). The guys from the bike shed 
will be out in full force showcasing some of their bikes and community 
program people will be walking along too with the Christmas spirit in 
tow. I’m predicting it will be a super fun night full of glitter and tinsel, 
promoting our fabulous program. 
 
If you’d like to join in, we’d love to have you. Please just let me know 
via the office email and we’ll send you the details. 

Peta Workman 

 
 
 
 



Blackwood UC Walking Group 
This Sunday 27th November. 
 
Please join us for a stroll through the Botanic Gardens. 
Visit the rose garden, Bicentennial Conservatory, enjoy the many 
walking paths. 
Don't forget the Diggers Club Garden Shop with many interesting 
plants for sale. 
We will stop to have a coffee at one of the cafes before we leave. 
 Meet at 2pm at the State Herbarium Carpark on Hackney Road. Free 
parking on Sundays. For those that would like to use public transport, 
we will be on the 12:52 Belair train from Blackwood then tram and walk 
to the car park.  
 
Hope to see you there. 
Peter & Nancy Cranwell 

Nancy Cranwell 
Ukraine Support 

Thank you everyone for your wonderful support in donations of money, 
food & household items etc. for the Ukrainian community in Adelaide.  
They are so grateful.  We shared a meal with them last Thursday 
(19/11), & will do so again on Tuesday the 6th Dec.  Along with the 
meals, listening, learning & sharing conversation has been humbling & 
precious.  We gave a $200 donation towards their Christmas 
Celebration which will help to buy some special treats.   
 
At present they seem to be coping well but I will let you know if there 
are any special needs as time goes on.  Please continue to hold this 
community both here & abroad in your prayers. 

 

Lynona Hawkins 

Spinning into 2023 
I am excited that in 2023 Lisa Haddrick has suggested the potential 
offering of a class, one Saturday per month, to get together and do 
some spinning. This will be a self-directed class, in which attendees 
can share knowledge. Therefore the only prerequisites are to have 
your own equipment and have some level of skill. If you would like to 
register your interest, please get in contact with me at the front office 
so that we can see if enough people are keen to get involved with what 
is a lovely and restorative ancient craft. 

 
Peta Workman 

 



11am Community Lunch 
Dear Friends, 
 
We’re arranging a lunch on November 27th at the conclusion of 11am Worship, 
and very much hope you can come! 
 
For catering purposes, please let us know if you’re attending. To cover costs we 
would be pleased with a donation of $5.00 per person. 
 
Greetings, 

Helen Blake/Bev Eccleston 
First Friday Friends 
 

Our last gathering for the year will be on Friday December 2nd at 1.30pm in the 
coffee lounge.   Everyone is invited to join us for afternoon tea, share some 
Christmas memories and enjoy some music by Jane Bassham.   

 
Helen Blake 

 

 

Sat 26th Nov – 10am – 3pm 
 

WAX WRAPS WORSHOPS – ONLY 15$ 
Join Charmaine from The Reskill Project for 
interactive workshops to make a medium beeswax 
wrap.  
 
You'll be able to give up plastic wrap for good 
and learn where to source materials, how to care 
for and use the wrap, and how to recycle. 
 
Half hour workshops are happening throughout the 
day from10:30 – 2:30 in the Hewett Room at the Blackwood Uniting Church. 
Suitable for ages 8 years and over. Charmaine has a working with children 
clearance. 
Wraps and wax will also be available for purchase on the day. 
 
Book here for one of the workshops at a time that suits you: 
https://events.humanitix.com/make-your-own-beeswax-wrap-1   

 

 

https://events.humanitix.com/make-your-own-beeswax-wrap-1


 

 



Uniting World Gift Stall 
 

Looking for that special Christmas Gift? 
EVERYTHING IN  COMMON  
GIFTS THAT F IGHT POVERTY AND BUILD HOPE  
 
Make a difference with your 
Christmas gift giving. Each gift 
represents a life-changing project 
that is helping lift people out of 
poverty. Your gift will help provide 
clean water, education and 
income opportunities for families 
to live with dignity and hope. 
Choose a gift card, dedicate it to 
a loved one, change lives. Every 
gift you buy helps take us closer 
to the kind of world we all hope for!  
Gift stall will be held during coffee time on 
Sunday 27 November, 4 & 11 December. 

Judy Adami 

 

 



Word for the Week  
 

“ Achievement is 

largely the product of 

steadily raising one’s 

level of aspiration 

and expectation.”  

 
 
 

 

Jack Nicklaus 

Born 1940 

Retired American professional golfer and golf course designer. He is widely considered to 

be one of the greatest golfers of all time. He won 117 professional tournaments in his 

career. 

 

Looking ahead in 2022 ...  

Saturday  26th November   Climate Action Resources  Expo 

Sunday   27th November   Walking Group 

Friday  2nd December   Blackwood Christmas Pageant 

        First Friday Friends 

Sunday  4th December   Messy Church 

 

Minister Church Office 
8278 7699 

 

Michael Dowling 
0412 958 893 
minister@blackwooduc.org.au 

Peta Workman 
Office & Community Program Coordinator 

Tuesday to Friday  9:00am – 2:30pm 
office@blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 
Messy Church Coordinator 

Bonnie MacLaine-Mills 
0405 455 567 

bonniemaclainemills@gmail.com 

 

 BUC website 
www.blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 GIVING back to God 
http://blackwooduc.org.au/giving/  
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