
 
Blackwood Uniting Church 

More than a Sunday Church… 
 

Week of 2nd December  ~ Service on  Sunday 4th December 2022  
Message 9.15am & 11am: Rev. Dr Malcolm McArthur 

Worship Leader: Danny Mills 
Reader: Bev Eccleston 

Filmed by Tim Lee  
Holy Communion 

 
 

 

Lectionary readings – 2nd December (Advent 2) 

Is 11: 1-10 ♦ Ps 72: 1-7,18-19 ♦ Rom 15: 4-13 ♦ Mt 3: 1-12 
 

Next week Sunday 11th December  

Message:  Rev Dr Adrian Brown 

Worship Leader: David Lister 

Reader: Jan Wiseman 
 

Reflections on the Reading 

 
“Wolves and sheep together?” 

 
The recent countries’ Climate Change meeting seemed to leave ‘the wolves’  just as powerful, the 

‘lambs’ as powerless.  The result left a question :”Are we sleep-walking to global Armageddon?’ 

 

And yet, They did commit to a fund for the most vulnerable! 

 

Long before Christ’s coming, Isaiah saw his leaders as a  “tree that has been cut down”- injustice 

rampant.  And yet he had a vision of a realm with “nothing harmful or evil”. 

After four centuries with no prophets, no vision, John came singing  from the desert.” Trees 

without good fruit will be cut down.”  But prepare the way for “the realm of God is near”. 

 

Many of us see our world pitted with black  holes, maybe the ‘black dog’ of depression, maybe the 

darkness of loss, maybe a hopeless political or moral culture. We light a candle of Faith here 

today.  Faith that ‘God is working his purpose out as year succeeds to year.”                          

            

Malcolm McArthur 
 

We believe we are called by God to be an inclusive 
Christian community, committed to justice, 

learning, service and care. 



Blackwood Christmas Pageant 
 

Friday 2nd of December we see the great return of the Blackwood Christmas 
Pageant in its full glory. This year the BUC Community Program will be entering 
a float (of sorts). The guys from the bike shed will be out in full force showcasing 
some of their bikes and community program people will be walking along too with 
the Christmas spirit in tow. I’m predicting it will be a super fun night full of glitter 
and tinsel, promoting our fabulous program. 
 
If you’d like to join in, we’d love to have you. Please just let me know via the 
office email and we’ll send you the details. 

Peta Workman 

 
Ukraine Support 
 

Thank you everyone for your wonderful support in donations of money, food & 
household items etc. for the Ukrainian community in Adelaide.  They are so 
grateful.  We shared a meal with them last Thursday (19/11), & will do so again 
on Tuesday the 6th Dec.  Along with the meals, listening, learning & sharing 
conversation has been humbling & precious.  We gave a $200 donation towards 
their Christmas Celebration which will help to buy some special treats.   
 
Offers of two large pots of soup, biscuits or slices for the meal on Tuesday are 
required. Please deliver to the BUC kitchen by 10am on Tuesday 6th of 
December. Please let Nancy Cranwell know ASAP if you are able to help with 
the food or on the day. 
 
At present they seem to be coping well but I will let you know if there are any 
special needs as time goes on.  Please continue to hold this community both 
here & abroad in your prayers. 

 

Lynona Hawkins 

 
Spinning into 2023 
 

I am excited that in 2023 Lisa Haddrick has suggested the potential offering of a 
class, one Saturday per month, to get together and do some spinning. This will 
be a self-directed class, in which attendees can share knowledge. Therefore the 
only prerequisites are to have your own equipment and have some level of skill. 
If you would like to register your interest, please get in contact with me at the 
front office so that we can see if enough people are keen to get involved with 
what is a lovely and restorative ancient craft. 

 
Peta Workman 

 
 
 



First Friday Friends 
 

Our last gathering for the year will be on Friday December 2nd at 1.30pm in the 
coffee lounge.   Everyone is invited to join us for afternoon tea, share some 
Christmas memories and enjoy some music by Jane Bassham.   

 
Helen Blake 

 
RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
 

"Together we can: everyday Australians doing amazing things to give 
our planet a future" by Claire O'Rourke. 
 
"The gift of this moment" by Helen Wiltshire. 
 
"Gulpilil" by Derek Rielly. 
 

 
Joy Belling 

 
 
 
 



 



 



Uniting World Gift Stall 

 
Looking for that special Christmas Gift? 
EVERYTHING IN  COMMON  
GIFTS THAT F IGHT POVERTY AND BUILD HOPE  
 
Make a difference with your 
Christmas gift giving. Each gift 
represents a life-changing project 
that is helping lift people out of 
poverty. Your gift will help provide 
clean water, education and 
income opportunities for families 
to live with dignity and hope. 
Choose a gift card, dedicate it to 
a loved one, change lives. Every 
gift you buy helps take us closer 
to the kind of world we all hope for!  
Gift stall will be held during coffee time on 
Sunday 27 November, 4 & 11 December. 

Judy Adami 

 

 



Word for the Week  
 

“Success is not final,  

failure is not fatal;  

it is the courage to 

continue that counts” 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sir Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill 

30th Nov 1874 – 24th Jan 1965 

British Statesman, soldier and writer. 

Served as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom twice. 

 

Looking ahead in 2022 ...  

Friday  2nd December   Blackwood Christmas Pageant 

        First Friday Friends 

Sunday  4th December   Messy Church 

Friday   16th December   Last Day of Community Program 

 

Minister Church Office 
8278 7699 

 

Michael Dowling 
0412 958 893 
minister@blackwooduc.org.au 

Peta Workman 
Office & Community Program Coordinator 

Tuesday to Friday  9:00am – 2:30pm 
office@blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 
Messy Church Coordinator 

Bonnie MacLaine-Mills 
0405 455 567 

bonniemaclainemills@gmail.com 

 

 BUC website 
www.blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 GIVING back to God 
http://blackwooduc.org.au/giving/  
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