
 
Blackwood Uniting Church 

More than a Sunday Church… 
 

Week of 17th February  ~ Service on  Sunday 26th February 2023  
Message 9.15am & 11am: Michael Dowling 

Worship Leader: Mark Gill 
Reader: Jan Wiseman 

Filmed by Tim Lee  
Holy Communion 

 

 

Lectionary readings – 26th February (Lent 1) 

Gen 2: 15-17; 3: 1-7 ♦ Ps 32 ♦ Rom 5: 12-19 ♦ Mt 4: 1-11 
 

Next week Sunday 5th March  

Message:  Lynona Hawkins 

Worship Leader: Michael Bull 

Reader: Kay Cranwell - Mullin 
 

Reflections on the Reading 
 

Windows to the Kingdom of God  
 

We approach the first Sunday in Lent and, as we do, we consider the selected Lenten theme “Windows to the 

Kingdom of God.” Acknowledgement and thanks go to Anne Magarey for 

her excellent suggestion to focus upon the Kingdom of God, and to Alison 

Sutcliffe for her trademark creativity in what she will be offering us, during 

the Lenten season, as visual “windows” to the Kingdom. 

 

Jesus spoke endlessly about something called the Kingdom of God, without 

ever saying exactly what it was. The Kingdom of God was “like a mustard 

seed” and was “like a merchant in search of fine pearls, and was “like” any 

number of other metaphors. How odd that something so seemingly 

important could not be put into concrete terms by Jesus! I strongly suspect 

that this wasn’t just Jesus being deliberately difficult, but instead reflects the 

enigmatic nature of this Kingdom of Heaven reality. This Lent, we’ll have an opportunity to examine some 

windows into this enigmatic Kingdom, starting Sunday. 

 
        Michael Dowling 

             

We believe we are called by God to be an inclusive 
Christian community, committed to justice, 

learning, service and care. 



Bike Shed Grant 
 
The church have just received a grant from the 
State Government’s “2022-23 Community Sheds 
Funding Round” for the amount of $16,821 
(+GST). This is specifically for the shed fit out 
including air conditioning, paving, shelving, 
benches etc.  
 
This is an amazingly generous and timely offer 
which will be put to use as soon as possible. 
Thanks to all who helped put this together, 
especially the office of Catherine Hutchesson 
MP who suggested we apply for it, as they were 
very aware of the programmes we have been 
running.   

Peter Cranwell 

AND… on this topic 
 
We’ve had some terrific news in that a grant 
application submitted to the state government by 
BUC has been approved. Some $16,000 has 
been awarded to the Bike Shed, and will be 
used in a variety of ways to fit out the newly built 
shed.  
 

Well done to grant writer, Peter Cranwell, our 
marvellous Property Committee and those 

terrifically generous and enthusiastic volunteers that make our Bike Shed, ably led by 
coordinator Peter Jones, such a vibrant group! 
 

Michael Dowling 

Earthquake Relief – Retiring Offering 
 

The BUC church council agreed at its last meeting to make an immediate contribution of $775 
from our Disaster Relief Fund for earthquake relief in Turkiye and Syria. A “retiring offering” will 
be accepted after church on 19th Feb, 26 Feb and 5th March in order to top up the Disaster 
Relief Fund for subsequent need. 
 
Any donations in excess of the $775 already given will also be sent for earthquake relief. Your 
generosity is immensely appreciated. 

 
Michael Dowling 

Ukrainian Lunch 
 

Blackwood UC will again support the local SA Ukrainian community by providing lunch to 
students in their school.  They had a 100% of the participants wanting it to continue this year.  
Not only do they teach conversational English but the bonds of friendship, support & sense of 
community built during the last year have been priceless.   
 
Our first meal will be on Tuesday 28th February.  Once again, your support with slices, biscuits 
etc.  would be greatly appreciated.  Please contact Nancy Cranwell: 0419 809 008; 82787070 if 
you are able to assist. 

Lynona Hawkins 

 



 
First Friday Friends 
 

Our first gathering for 2023 will be on Friday March the 3rd at 1.30 in the coffee lounge.   Our 
guest speaker will be Diane Howarth from the Ukrainian community.  Diane is very concerned 
about the situation in Ukraine and in particular the children, many of whom have lost their 
schools and are missing out on education.  
 
Everyone is invited to come and hear Diane and then join us for tea and scones and a chat. 

 
Helen Blake 

 
Walking group Sunday 26th February 
 

Walking Group on Sunday 26th February please meet at 5pm at the Western side carpark of 
Brighton Railway Station, Cedar Ave, for a walk along the beach to Seacliff. 
 
Contact Geoff and Ann McLean for further details 0428 265 058. 

 
Ann McLean 

 
Coming Back to Life: A Poetic Journey with Sarah Agnew 
 

Poems and stories of life lived, love 
shared, into the wilderness and night, 
then back into the light for healing, 
renewal, hope.  
New and selected work in conversation 
with life, the stories of Shakespeare and 
the Bible. 
 
raw. honest. cathartic. hopeful. 
 
Bridgewater Arts Centre. 3 March 8:00 
pm. $30  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://adelaidefringe.com.au/fringetix/coming-back-to-life-af2023   

 
Sarah Agnew 

 
 
 
 
 

https://adelaidefringe.com.au/fringetix/coming-back-to-life-af2023


World Day of Prayer 2023 
     Each year Christian people in over 170 countries come together to observe a 

day of prayer for peace, justice and dignity for all. 
 
The origins of World Prayer Day are to be found in the 19th century in Canada 
and the United States when Christian Woman started a number of cooperative 
activities to support women’s initiatives in missions at home and abroad. 
 

Today, each year people come together to affirm their faith, share and be enriched by the 
Christian experience of other cultures. 

 
In 2023 the World Day of Prayer will be held at 10am on Friday March 3rd  at Our Lady of the Way 
Catholic Church, 2 Laffers Rd, Glenalta. All are welcome to attend and stay for morning tea and 
chat afterwards. 

 
For further information, please contact Barbara Colla on 0417 589 098 or email: bwood-
par@gmail.com 
 

Gloria McArthur 

 
RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
 

"The Many Faces of Grief: pathways to healing" by Heather 
Coombes. 
 
"Waiting for the last bus: reflections on life and death" by Richard 
Hollaway. 
 
"Intimate" by Robin and Dorothy Mann. (CD) 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joy Belling 

Maxima Sausage Sizzle Day – Monday 27th February 2023 
Maxima is a regular hirer with us at the BUC and to celebrate (albeit a bit later than planned) 
their new venue here, they are holding a sausage sizzle at the front of the church. Please pop 
past and say hello, the team are super friendly and love being part of our community. They do 
some wonderful work helping the more vulnerable members of our society find both work and 
purpose in their lives. 

 
Please pop along between 11am and 3pm 
and say hello to Shaun and Janette, and 
enjoy a friendly BBQ with them. They would 
love to touch base with everyone. 

 
 
 

Peta Workman 

mailto:bwood-par@gmail.com
mailto:bwood-par@gmail.com


 
 
 
 



Voice to Parliament Forum 17th March 
 

MC and forum host:  
 
Dr. Kim O’Donnell, a Malyangapa / Barkindji woman from Western NSW, works at Flinders and 
Adelaide Universities researching Indigenous community health and leading change nationally 
through AKCTION 2 (Aboriginal Kidney Care Together) program. Kim has national and 
international experience in education, health and governance.  
Welcome to Country:  
 
Kelli Owen, a Kaurna, Narungga and Ngarrindjeri woman, with a Masters in Indigenous 
Languages Education, has held education leadership positions. Currently she is Coordinator of 
the National Indigenous Kidney Transplantation Task force (NIKTT).  
Keynote speaker:  
 
Teela Reid, a Wiradjuri and Wailwan woman, is a Harvard graduate and is First Nations Lawyer 
in residence at The University of Sydney Law School, while practising in criminal, civil and 
administrative law. She is also a key advocate for the Uluru Statement from the Heart and 
recently been appointed to the Federal Government’s Referendum Engagement Group.  
Other speakers include:  
 
Kyam Maher, from Buandig country in the SE, is the first Indigenous Minister of Aboriginal 
Affairs in a SA Government where he also serves as Attorney-General.  
Sally Scales, a Pitjantjatjara signatory of the Uluru Statement from the Heart, works as an artist 
with the APY Art Centre Collective, and in 2019 was elected Chairperson of the APY Executive 
Board Council.  
 
Elijah Bravington, also a signatory of the Statement, is an Arabana man with experience in 
film-making, environmental management and community development.  
The Uluru Statement from the Heart was signed by 220 First Nations people in 2017 after 12 
regional consultations conducted with bipartisan political support. Its agenda is Voice, Treaty 
and Truth. The statement, and detailed background can be read at: www.ulurustatement.org  
Further information at www.fromtheheart.com.au/ one of 

 
Peter Cranwell 

 
Beyond the Trees; Exploring connection through music, images and words. 
 

Two lovely shows being held in the Belair National Park at the Main Pavilion on Saturday 25th 
February and Saturday 4th March. 
 
This will be a lovely experience for anyone interested in 
Kaurna perspectives, live original music, wellbeing and a 
deeper connection with the natural world. 
 
Music by Magic Tortoise who played at  
the CARE Expo in 2022. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Matt Cattanach 

 

https://adelaidefringe.com.au/fringetix/beyond-the-trees-exploring-connection-through-music-words-and-colour-af2023


 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



Rental Accommodation Required 
 
Single Mum with a 2 year old is looking for a 2 bedroom unit rental in our area. 
She is fully employed and has excellent references available. If anyone knows of 
availability of such a property, please contact Ray on mobile: 0412 861 667. 

 
Ray Pentland 

A Young Lady Seeking Rental Accommodation 
 
A young student, Kirsty, is seeking private and affordable accommodation in a 
small, fully furnished granny flat (or similar) that is within walking distance of 
supermarkets and public transport. 
If you’re able to assist, please contact Michael Dowling. 

 

Michael Dowling 

Community Classes 
 
Spinning using a wheel or a drop spindle. 
 
Friday mornings: 10-midday 
Bring your own wheel or spindle, and fibre. 
Join in for fibre fellowship and support.  
Get yarn spun ready for winter knitting. 
 
See BUC office staff for more information. 
 
Contact Lisa through the BUC church office or email Peta   office@blackwooduc.org.au 
 

Lisa Haddrick 

Seeking Mattresses 
 

The Adelaide Day Centre for Homeless Persons "...provides second-hand beds and mattresses 
to people moving out of homelessness into housing has appealed for more donations, as 
supplies dwindle and it resorts to buying camping mattresses to keep up with demand."  
 
Please read the article for a description of what items are needed and more information: 
https://indaily.com.au/news/2023/02/23/mystery-mattress-bed-shortage-hits-adelaide-charity/. 
Maybe you and/or someone you know has something that will help. 
 
"The Adelaide Day Centre has a delivery truck that can pick up donated furniture, including 
beds and mattresses, within a 10-kilometre radius of the CBD." 
 
The Adelaide Day Centre for Homeless Persons - https://adcentre.org.au/ 
32 Moore Street, Adelaide SA 5000 - Phone 08 8232 0048 

 
Karen Dowling 

 

 

mailto:office@blackwooduc.org.au
https://indaily.com.au/news/2023/02/23/mystery-mattress-bed-shortage-hits-adelaide-charity/
https://adcentre.org.au/


Word for the Week  
 

“We have grasped the 

mystery of the atom and 

rejected the Sermon on 

the Mount. Ours is a 

world of nuclear giants 

and ethical infants.” 

 
 

 

 

General Omar Bradley 

1893-1981 
Senior officer of the United States Army during and after World War II, rising to the rank 

of General of the Army. Bradley was the first chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and 

oversaw the U.S. military's policy-making in the Korean War. 

 

 

Looking ahead in 2023 ...  

Sunday   26th February   Walking Group 

Tuesday   28th February   Ukraine Lunch 

Friday   1st March   1st Friday Friends 

Friday   3rd March   World Day of Prayer 

Sunday  5th March   Messy Church 

Sunday   19th March   Journeying – Narrative Therapy 

 

Minister Church Office 
8278 7699 

 

Michael Dowling 
0412 958 893 
minister@blackwooduc.org.au 

Peta Workman 
Office & Community Program Coordinator 

Tuesday to Friday  9:00am – 2:30pm 
office@blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 
Messy Church Coordinator 

Bonnie MacLaine-Mills 
0405 455 567 

bonniemaclainemills@gmail.com 

 

 BUC website 
www.blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 GIVING back to God 
http://blackwooduc.org.au/giving/  

 

 

mailto:minister@blackwooduc.org.au
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