
 
Blackwood Uniting Church 

More than a Sunday Church… 
 

Week of 3rd March  ~ Service on  Sunday 5th March 2023  
Message 9.15am & 11am: Michael Dowling 

Worship Leader: Michael Bull 
Reader: Jan Wiseman 

Filmed by Tim Lee  
Messy Church 

 

 

Lectionary readings – 5th March (Lent 2) 

Gen 12: 1–4a ♦ Ps 121 ♦ Rom 4: 1-5, 13-17 ♦ Jn 3: 1-17 Mt 17: 1-9 
 

Next week Sunday 12th March  

Message:  Michael Dowling 

Worship Leader: Chris and Wes Bray 

Reader: Kay Cranwell - Mullin 
 

Reflections on the Reading 
 

Genesis 12:1-4a: John 3:1-17 
 

The wilderness theme crops up in various guises during Lent.  Today we hear of Abram, later to become 
Abraham, called to leave his home, family and livelihood to head off into the unknown.  Short on detail 
but with a vital promise:   
‘I will bless you… I will bless those who bless those who bless you… and in you all the families on earth 
shall be blessed. 
 

Then to the visit undercover of night by Nicodemus to question Jesus.  Nicodemus who as a Pharisee 
supposedly had the answers in the Law, but found those answers weren’t enough.  His was a wilderness 
of doubt, of searching and wanting more.  And he got more that he expected, being told that to see the 
kingdom of God he needed to be born again - by the Spirit! 
 

We all find ourselves in ‘wildernesses’ from time to time, feeling lost or unsatisfied, asking questions, 
feeling as though we are in the dark.  And during those times, how do we count our blessings and how 
can we be a blessing to others? 

 
        Lynona Hawkins 

             

 
 
 

We believe we are called by God to be an inclusive 
Christian community, committed to justice, 

learning, service and care. 



A NOTE FROM THE WHITBREAD FAMILY TO THE BUC COMMUNITY 
The Blackwood Uniting Church “family” excelled in celebrating the life of John 
Whitbread at his funeral on 1 February 2023. The many facets of the service were 
beautifully choreographed combining John’s wishes and paying reverence to the 
faith that was the compass of his life. 
  
The Whitbread family thanks the church for its thoughtfulness and generosity and 
exquisitely executed celebration of John's life. 
  
In addition, Michael, we were touched with your sensitivity and pastoral care 
throughout. 
  
In gratitude, 

  
Avis, Geoff, Judy and Phill Whitbread  

Lunch after 11am Worship – March 26th 
Dear 11 O’Clockers, 
We are having lunch after the service on March 26th, and would love for you to jon 
us. 
 
Our simple meal will cost $5 per person, and any extra dollars will be donated to 
MND as usual. 
 
For catering purposes, please let us know by March 19th! Looking forward to this 
happy event. 

Bev Eccleston & Helen Blake 

Ukrainian Lunch 
Last Tuesday, Blackwood UC again provided lunch at the Language School at the 
Ukrainian Community Centre. 
 
The 25 students and teachers enjoyed soup, salad, fruit, cake & biscuits. A 
special thank you to Akkerman & Dyer bakery for donating the rye bread.  
 
Our next luncheon is on Tuesday 28th March. Please contact Lynona Hawkins 
with offers of help. 

 
Nancy Cranwell 

First Friday Friends 
Our first gathering for 2023 will be on Friday March the 3rd at 1.30 in the coffee 
lounge.   Our guest speaker will be Diane Howarth from the Ukrainian 
community.  Diane is very concerned about the situation in Ukraine and in 
particular the children, many of whom have lost their schools and are missing out 
on education.  
 
Everyone is invited to come and hear Diane and then join us for tea and scones 
and a chat. 

 
Helen Blake 

 



MFS Home Fire Safety Forum 10th March 
 

On Friday 10th March from 2pm the MFS will be presenting a free community forum on fire 
safety in the home in the coffee lounge at the BUC. 
 
This event is a free event providing local community members with information about keeping 
your family and home safe during our ever extending fire seasons, as well as fire safety around 
and inside the home. I am sure it will be an excellent forum, full of relevant information.  
 
I will be looking forward to attending, as I am keen to find out ways to keep my family safer. 
 
If you would like to attend, please let me know at the front office your RSVP by Wednesday 8th 
March as we will need to know numbers in order to manage catering (yes, there will be tea and 
biscuits!) and an opportunity to chat the MFS with any questions you may have in relation to this 
topic. 
 
I really hope to see you there. 

Peta Workman 

Seeking Mattresses 
 

The Adelaide Day Centre for Homeless Persons "...provides second-hand beds and mattresses 
to people moving out of homelessness into housing has appealed for more donations, as 
supplies dwindle, and it resorts to buying camping mattresses to keep up with demand."  
 
Please read the article for a description of what items are needed and more information: 
https://indaily.com.au/news/2023/02/23/mystery-mattress-bed-shortage-hits-adelaide-charity/. 
Maybe you and/or someone you know has something that will help. 
 
"The Adelaide Day Centre has a delivery truck that can pick up donated furniture, including 
beds and mattresses, within a 10-kilometre radius of the CBD." 
 
The Adelaide Day Centre for Homeless Persons - https://adcentre.org.au/ 
32 Moore Street, Adelaide SA 5000 - Phone 08 8232 0048 

 
Karen Dowling 

Rental Accommodation Required 
 

Single Mum with a 2 year old is looking for a 2 bedroom unit rental in our area. She is fully 
employed and has excellent references available. If anyone knows of availability of such a 
property, please contact Ray on mobile: 0412 861 667. 

 
Ray Pentland 

Earthquake Relief – Retiring Offering 
 

The BUC church council agreed at its last meeting to make an immediate contribution of $775 
from our Disaster Relief Fund for earthquake relief in Turkiye and Syria. A “retiring offering” will 
be accepted after church on 19th Feb, 26 Feb and 5th March in order to top up the Disaster 
Relief Fund for subsequent need. 
 
Any donations in excess of the $775 already given will also be sent for earthquake relief. Your 
generosity is immensely appreciated. 

 
Michael Dowling 

 
 
 

https://indaily.com.au/news/2023/02/23/mystery-mattress-bed-shortage-hits-adelaide-charity/
https://adcentre.org.au/


The Oodnadatta Faith Community Lectern 
 

In July last year, as a congregation, 
we chose to support the Oodnadatta 
faith community through a retiring 
offering on their path towards the fit 
out of their planned new church.  
In August, Rod Pike suggested we 
could potentially build a lectern for 
them. 3 weeks ago this project was 
completed, and the lectern was 
unveiled during the service. 
We again acknowledge the fantastic 
work done by the group shown 
below, for their combined efforts to 
get this job done. Even though not in 
the photo, we also acknowledge the generous gift of the Blackwood plank donated 
by Chris Breaden, which formed the front of the lectern. 
 
If you would like to see that service, please use the following link to watch it on 
line. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJZVEti7xd4  

 
Peter Cranwell 

 
 

Journeying in 2023…through Small Things 
 

19th March 2023   -   5 -7pm 

Our lives are made of many small moments.  Is God 
present in all? Are you curious about your neglected 
stories? Could they be transformative? 

Explore with Chelsea Size, a minister in the Uniting 
Church, has previously worked in the field of 
narrative practice, and had much to do with First 
Nations people in regional communities, which 
helped shape her own narrative and story. 

Join her, as she considers how God could be present 
even in the small, ordinary moments of our lives. How 
might we become more curious about the neglected 

stories of our daily lives in ways that are life-shaping and life enriching? 

 
Peter Cranwell 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJZVEti7xd4


STUDY SERIES: “How Jesus became God” 
 

 
 
We will shortly be starting a study series which should be challenging and thought-
provoking, as one might anticipate from its title, “How Jesus became God.” 
It is based on a video lecture series by biblical scholar and theologian, Dr. Bart D. 
Ehrman, who is the author or editor of 27 books, including four best-sellers on the 
New York Times list. 
In 24 half-hour video lectures, Ehrman delves deeply into the process by which the 
divinity of Jesus was first conceived by his followers, demonstrating how this 
conception was refined over time to become the core of the Christian theology that 
has so significantly shaped our civilization. 
 
The intent is that we meet each week, watch a single 30-minute lecture and then 
explore what’s been covered and discuss our response to it. 
 
Since there are 24 lectures, the study series may end up extending over a 25-week 
period, with the last week being an overall recap and wrap-up session. 
(or…if participants don’t dig it, it may well crash and burn far earlier! Time will tell!) 
 
We have two groups set up, and a number of participants already registered. If 
you’d like to join one of the groups before we start, please get in touch. 
 
GROUP A: Saturday 10.30am-12.00pm   
Proposed start date: Saturday 11th March 
Proposed end date: Saturday 26th August 
 
GROUP B: Thursday 7.00-8.30pm 
Proposed start date: Thursday 16th March 
 

Michael Dowling 

 



RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
"The Many Faces of Grief: pathways to healing" by Heather 
Coombes. 
 
"Waiting for the last bus: reflections on life and death" by Richard 
Hollaway. 
 
"Intimate" by Robin and Dorothy Mann. (CD) 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joy Belling 

 

 
 

 



Voice to Parliament Forum 17th March 
 

MC and forum host:  
 
Dr. Kim O’Donnell, a Malyangapa / Barkindji woman from Western NSW, works at Flinders and 
Adelaide Universities researching Indigenous community health and leading change nationally 
through AKCTION 2 (Aboriginal Kidney Care Together) program. Kim has national and 
international experience in education, health and governance.  
Welcome to Country:  
 
Kelli Owen, a Kaurna, Narungga and Ngarrindjeri woman, with a Masters in Indigenous 

Languages Education, has held 
education leadership positions. 
Currently she is Coordinator of the 
National Indigenous Kidney 
Transplantation Task force (NIKTT).  
Keynote speaker:  
 
Teela Reid, a Wiradjuri and 
Wailwan woman, is a Harvard 
graduate and is First Nations 
Lawyer in residence at The 
University of Sydney Law School, 
while practising in criminal, civil and 
administrative law. She is also a key 
advocate for the Uluru Statement 
from the Heart and recently been 
appointed to the Federal 
Government’s Referendum 
Engagement Group.  
Other speakers include:  
 
Kyam Maher, from Buandig country 
in the SE, is the first Indigenous 
Minister of Aboriginal Affairs in a SA 
Government where he also serves 
as Attorney-General.  
Sally Scales, a Pitjantjatjara 
signatory of the Uluru Statement 
from the Heart, works as an artist 
with the APY Art Centre Collective, 
and in 2019 was elected 
Chairperson of the APY Executive 
Board Council.  
 

Elijah Bravington, also a signatory of the Statement, is an Arabana man with experience in 
film-making, environmental management and community development.  
The Uluru Statement from the Heart was signed by 220 First Nations people in 2017 after 12 
regional consultations conducted with bipartisan political support. Its agenda is Voice, Treaty 
and Truth. The statement, and detailed background can be read at: www.ulurustatement.org  
Further information at www.fromtheheart.com.au/ one of 

 
Peter Cranwell 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 



Word for the Week  
 

“The good life is one inspired by love 

and guided by knowledge. Neither 

love without knowledge, nor 

knowledge without love can produce 

a good life.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bertrand Russell 

1872-1970 

British mathematician, philosopher, logician, and public intellectual 

 

Looking ahead in 2023 ...  

Friday   3rd March   1st Friday Friends 

Friday   3rd March   World Day of Prayer 

Sunday  5th March   Messy Church 

Friday   10th March   MFS Home Fire Safety Forum (Coffee Lounge) 

Sunday   19th March   Journeying – Narrative Therapy 

Sunday   19th March   Philosophers Lunch 

Sunday   26th March   11 O’Clockers lunch 

 

Minister Church Office 
8278 7699 

 

Michael Dowling 
0412 958 893 
minister@blackwooduc.org.au 

Peta Workman 
Office & Community Program Coordinator 

Tuesday to Friday  9:00am – 2:30pm 
office@blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 
Messy Church Coordinator 

Bonnie MacLaine-Mills 
0405 455 567 

bonniemaclainemills@gmail.com 

 

 BUC website 
www.blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 GIVING back to God 
http://blackwooduc.org.au/giving/ 
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