
 
Blackwood Uniting Church 

More than a Sunday Church… 
 

Week of 10th March  ~ Service on  Sunday 12th March 2023  
Message 9.15am & 11am: Michael Dowling 

Worship Leader: Chris and Wes Bray 
Reader: Kay Cranwell-Mullin 

Filmed by Tim Lee  
 

 

Lectionary readings – 5th March (Lent 3) 

Ex 17: 1–7 ♦ Ps 95 ♦ Rom 5: 1-11 ♦ Jn 4: 5-42 
 

Next week Sunday 12th March  

Message:  Michael Dowling 

Worship Leader: Mark Williams 

Reader: Una Robertson 
 

Reflections on the Reading 
 

"Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the 

water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become 

in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 

 

As we continue our journey through Lent, exploring “Windows to the Kingdom of 

God,” we come this week to an encounter at a well. Jesus speaks with a Samaritan 

woman and the conversation centres around water. Jesus is thirsty and desires water 

from the woman but, as they converse, he speaks of a different kind of “water” – 

something he calls living water. 

 

As we consider this encounter, and the flow of conversation between Jesus and the 

woman, and the flow of “water” between them, we will endeavour to pay attention 

both to what is revealed and to what is hidden in this story. In so doing, perhaps we 

can open, if only a little, a window to the Kingdom of God. 

 
        Michael Dowling 

             

 

We believe we are called by God to be an inclusive 
Christian community, committed to justice, 

learning, service and care. 



BBC Podcast - The Parallel Universe of Russia’s War 
I recently listened to an excellent 26-minute podcast, narrated by a BBC journalist 
who’s been reporting on Russia for decades. He endeavours to understand how it 
is that many everyday Russians appear to believe a parallel reality about the war 
that Russia is waging in Ukraine, a parallel reality that perceives Russia as being 
under attack, and that perceives Russia as fighting for its survival against those it 
calls “Nazis.” It includes a series of interviews with various Russians, as it seeks to 
shed at least some light on this “parallel universe.” 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct304z 

Michael Dowling 

Lunch after 11am Worship – March 26th 
Dear 11 O’Clockers, 
We are having lunch after the service on March 26th, and would love for you to join 
us. 
 
Our simple meal will cost $5 per person, and any extra dollars will be donated to 
MND as usual. 
 
For catering purposes, please let us know by March 19th! Looking forward to this 
happy event. 

Bev Eccleston & Helen Blake 

Ukrainian Lunch 
Last Tuesday, Blackwood UC again provided lunch at the Language School at the 
Ukrainian Community Centre. 
 
The 25 students and teachers enjoyed soup, salad, fruit, cake & biscuits. A 
special thank you to Akkerman & Dyer bakery for donating the rye bread.  
 
Our next luncheon is on Tuesday 28th March. Please contact Lynona Hawkins 
with offers of help. 

 
Nancy Cranwell 

Turkey and Syria Earthquake Disaster Relief 
Just a quick notice to say the BUC have raised $1395 for the Turkey and Syria 
Earthquake Disaster Appeal. 
 
This is a wonderful effort, thank you for all of your generous support.  

Judy Adami 

Recorder Group Seeking Marquee 
Our recorder group is looking for a marquee when we play at Blackwood market on 
2nd April. Does anyone in the congregation have themselves or have a contact for 
one that we might borrow/hire for a nominal fee for the day? 
 

Neville Pope 

 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct304z


 
 
 
 



Seeking Mattresses 
The Adelaide Day Centre for Homeless Persons "...provides second-hand beds and mattresses 
to people moving out of homelessness into housing has appealed for more donations, as 
supplies dwindle, and it resorts to buying camping mattresses to keep up with demand."  
 
Please read the article for a description of what items are needed and more information: 
https://indaily.com.au/news/2023/02/23/mystery-mattress-bed-shortage-hits-adelaide-charity/. 
Maybe you and/or someone you know has something that will help."The Adelaide Day Centre 
has a delivery truck that can pick up donated furniture, including beds and mattresses, within a 
10-kilometre radius of the CBD." 
 
The Adelaide Day Centre for Homeless Persons - https://adcentre.org.au/ 
32 Moore Street, Adelaide SA 5000 - Phone 08 8232 0048 

Karen Collins 

Journeying in 2023…through Small Things 

19th March 2023   -   5 -7pm 

Our lives are made of many small moments.  Is God present in 
all? Are you curious about your neglected stories? Could they be 
transformative? 

Explore with Chelsea Size, a minister in the Uniting Church, has 
previously worked in the field of narrative practice, and had much 
to do with First Nations people in regional communities, which 
helped shape her own narrative and story. 

Join her, as she considers how God could be present even in the 
small, ordinary moments of our lives. How might we become 
more curious about the neglected stories of our daily lives in 
ways that are life-shaping and life enriching? 

Peter Cranwell 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://indaily.com.au/news/2023/02/23/mystery-mattress-bed-shortage-hits-adelaide-charity/
https://adcentre.org.au/


STUDY SERIES: “How Jesus became God” 
 

 
 
We will shortly be starting a study series which should be challenging and thought-
provoking, as one might anticipate from its title, “How Jesus became God.” 
It is based on a video lecture series by biblical scholar and theologian, Dr. Bart D. 
Ehrman, who is the author or editor of 27 books, including four best-sellers on the 
New York Times list. 
In 24 half-hour video lectures, Ehrman delves deeply into the process by which the 
divinity of Jesus was first conceived by his followers, demonstrating how this 
conception was refined over time to become the core of the Christian theology that 
has so significantly shaped our civilization. 
 
The intent is that we meet each week, watch a single 30-minute lecture and then 
explore what’s been covered and discuss our response to it. 
 
Since there are 24 lectures, the study series may end up extending over a 25-week 
period, with the last week being an overall recap and wrap-up session. 
(or…if participants don’t dig it, it may well crash and burn far earlier! Time will tell!) 
 
We have two groups set up, and a number of participants already registered. If 
you’d like to join one of the groups before we start, please get in touch. 
 
GROUP A: Saturday 10.30am-12.00pm   
Proposed start date: Saturday 11th March 
Proposed end date: Saturday 26th August 
 
GROUP B: Thursday 7.00-8.30pm 
Proposed start date: Thursday 16th March 
 

Michael Dowling 

 



Voice to Parliament Forum 17th March 
 

MC and forum host:  
 
Dr. Kim O’Donnell, a Malyangapa / Barkindji woman from Western NSW, works at Flinders and 
Adelaide Universities researching Indigenous community health and leading change nationally 
through AKCTION 2 (Aboriginal Kidney Care Together) program. Kim has national and 
international experience in education, health and governance.  
Welcome to Country:  
 
Kelli Owen, a Kaurna, Narungga and Ngarrindjeri woman, with a Masters in Indigenous 

Languages Education, has held 
education leadership positions. 
Currently she is Coordinator of the 
National Indigenous Kidney 
Transplantation Task force (NIKTT).  
Keynote speaker:  
 
Teela Reid, a Wiradjuri and 
Wailwan woman, is a Harvard 
graduate and is First Nations 
Lawyer in residence at The 
University of Sydney Law School, 
while practising in criminal, civil and 
administrative law. She is also a key 
advocate for the Uluru Statement 
from the Heart and recently been 
appointed to the Federal 
Government’s Referendum 
Engagement Group.  
Other speakers include:  
 
Kyam Maher, from Buandig country 
in the SE, is the first Indigenous 
Minister of Aboriginal Affairs in a SA 
Government where he also serves 
as Attorney-General.  
Sally Scales, a Pitjantjatjara 
signatory of the Uluru Statement 
from the Heart, works as an artist 
with the APY Art Centre Collective, 
and in 2019 was elected 
Chairperson of the APY Executive 
Board Council.  
 

Elijah Bravington, also a signatory of the Statement, is an Arabana man with experience in 
film-making, environmental management and community development.  
The Uluru Statement from the Heart was signed by 220 First Nations people in 2017 after 12 
regional consultations conducted with bipartisan political support. Its agenda is Voice, Treaty 
and Truth. The statement, and detailed background can be read at: www.ulurustatement.org  
Further information at www.fromtheheart.com.au/ one of 

 
Peter Cranwell 

 
 
 



Chocolate Scorecard: scoring the chocolate suppliers this Easter 
We eat chocolate for comfort, celebration and indulgence.  
But what’s really going into the chocolate we buy?  
 
Chocolate is a $1 trillion industry worldwide. Immense profits are made, and often made at the 
expense of some of the world’s poorest people. 
 
The world’s biggest chocolate companies have been surveyed to find out how they rank when it 
comes to caring for people. 
Some chocolate companies are rising to the challenge, but others continue to ignore consumer 
demand for chocolate that’s good for the people who work in the chocolate supply chain and the 
planet. 
 
Check out this document to identify which chocolate to buy, and which NOT to buy this Easter: 
 
https://www.mightyearth.org/wp-content/uploads/2022_Chocolate_Scorecard_English_FINAL.pdf 
 

Michael Dowling 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mightyearth.org/wp-content/uploads/2022_Chocolate_Scorecard_English_FINAL.pdf


Word for the Week  
 

“What you do makes a 

difference, and you have to 

decide what kind of difference 

you want to make.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Goodall 

Born 1934 

An English primatologist and anthropologist. She is considered the world's 

foremost expert on chimpanzees, after 60 years studying the social and family 

interactions of wild chimpanzees. 
 

Looking ahead in 2023 ...  

Sunday   19th March   Journeying – Narrative Therapy 

Sunday   19th March   Philosophers Lunch 

Sunday   26th March   11 O’Clockers lunch 

Sunday  2nd April   Messy Church 

 

Minister Church Office 
8278 7699 

 

Michael Dowling 
0412 958 893 
minister@blackwooduc.org.au 

Peta Workman 
Office & Community Program Coordinator 

Tuesday to Friday  9:00am – 2:30pm 
office@blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 
Messy Church Coordinator 

Bonnie MacLaine-Mills 
0405 455 567 

bonniemaclainemills@gmail.com 

 

 BUC website 
www.blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 GIVING back to God 
http://blackwooduc.org.au/giving/ 
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