
 
Blackwood Uniting Church 

More than a Sunday Church… 
 

Week of 24th March  ~ Service on  Sunday 26th March 2023  
Message 9.15am & 11am: Michael Dowling 

Worship Leader: Ewan Hazeldine 
Reader: Una Robertson 

Filmed by Tim Lee & Mark Gill 
 

 

Lectionary readings – 26th March (Lent 5) 

Ez 37: 1-14 ♦ Ps 130 ♦ Rom 8: 6-11 ♦ Jn 11: 1-45 
 

Next week Sunday 2nd April  

Message:  Anne Magarey 

Worship Leader: Judy Adami 

Reader: Bev Eccleston 
 

Reflections on the Reading 
 

 

      Seeing the Big Picture… 

 

This Sunday, as we draw ever nearer to Easter, we continue our Lenten 

theme of Windows to the Kingdom of God. We have, during Lent, sought to 

obtain glimpses into this impossible-to-define reality which Jesus spoke of 

so frequently, using metaphor upon metaphor: the Kingdom of God…is like 

a mustard seed…is like a merchant in search of fine pearls…is within you, 

etc. We now move beyond individual glimpses, individual windows to this 

Kingdom of God, to the Big Picture: what connects the glimpses; what 

connects the windows. As we do, we explore the lectionary texts of 

Ezekiel’s valley of dry bones and Jesus’ raising of Lazarus and see what 

they might have to say about God’s Big Picture reality of the Kingdom of 

God. 

                                 
Michael Dowling 

 

We believe we are called by God to be an inclusive 
Christian community, committed to justice, 

learning, service and care. 



 
 

Good Friday
 9:00am 
 
 
Easter Sunday
 10:00am 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Lunch after 11am Worship – March 26th 

Dear 11 O’Clockers, 
We are having lunch after the service this Sunday, March 26th, and would love for you to join us. 
 
Our simple meal will cost $5 per person, and any extra dollars will be donated to MND as usual. 
 
For catering purposes, please let us know by March 19th! Looking forward to this happy event. 
 

Bev Eccleston & Helen Blake 

Walking Group 
The next walk on Sunday 26 March 2023 is a circuit.  It is 4.3 km. We will meet at 4pm and park 
along Bonython Way in the vicinity of Woods View and Hayman Retreat.  Then walk to the 
Blackwood Hill Reserve and along the Lakeview Walk which leads us to Craigburn Lake. It is as 
flat as one can get in the hills but nothing steep. We will keep to well worn tracks.  

Remember sunscreen, hat and water 

Then join us for a cuppa.  

Our walkers are always keen to hear from anyone interested in leading a future walk.  

Michael 0415 698 663 and Janet 0410 323 010. 

Ukrainian Lunch 
Last Tuesday, Blackwood UC again provided lunch at the Language School at the Ukrainian 
Community Centre. 
 
The 25 students and teachers enjoyed soup, salad, fruit, cake & biscuits. A special thank you to 
Akkerman & Dyer bakery for donating the rye bread.  
 
Our next luncheon is on Tuesday 28th March. Please contact Lynona Hawkins with offers of 
help. 

Nancy Cranwell 

Encouragement to attend parliament house event this Sunday 26 March, 11am: 



First Nations Voice to SA Parliament 
 

 
 

This Sunday, there will be a special sitting of the SA parliament to vote on the First Nations 
Voice to SA Parliament. A special public event to acknowledge this will be held on the steps of 
parliament house at 11am that day. Our local Blackwood Reconciliation Group has been active 
in promoting both the Federal First Nations Voice to Parliament as well as the First Nations 
Voice to SA Parliament. 

 
In light of Blackwood Uniting Church’s long history of support for indigenous causes, it would 
be wonderful if as many people as possible from BUC attended this historic event. Not that you 
require my permission, but if you did, you most certainly have my permission and my 
encouragement to give Sunday worship a miss and to attend, instead, this event in support of 
our indigenous brothers and sisters. The 9.15am and 11.00am services at BUC will still be 
happening this Sunday, but if they are very sparsely attended, due to people being at 
parliament house, no-one will be happier than me. 

 
The state government has put on free public transport for the day. 

 
I have appended relevant links below for your reference. 

 
 

Links: 
 

Parliament House Special Event 
https://www.dpc.sa.gov.au/news/first-nations-voice-to-parliament-special-event 

 
First Nations Voice to South Australia's Parliament 
https://www.agd.sa.gov.au/aboriginal-affairs-and-reconciliation/first-nations-voice-to-the-south-
australian-parliament 

 
First Nations Voice to South Australia's Parliament 
Brief YouTube clip 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AqKP_qc9Dbg 

 
Proposed model for First Nations Voice to the South Australian Parliament 
https://www.agd.sa.gov.au/aboriginal-affairs-and-reconciliation/first-nations-voice-to-the-south-
australian-parliament/first-nations-voice-model/Proposed-model-FNV-infographic.pdf 

 
You may also purchase an “I’m Voting YES” badge from the church office for $2 a badge. 

 
Michael Dowling, Minister 
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Sally Stamp 
Sally Stamp asks that people continue to send stamps to the Uniting Church Office to help with 
this ministry.  The group also suggests that people consider asking local businesses to save 
their stamps, with doctor’s surgeries being one of the best sources of stamps! Any donations of 
private collections no longer required are also gratefully received.  In 2022 donations were 
made to the following: South Pacific School Aid Inc. ($4700); Frontier Services ($1000); and 
The Grove U/C Kids Craft Group ($1000).  Pick up can be arranged in metropolitan areas.  
Contact: Maxine Haines (Convenor) Phone: 0427 972 417, email jimmax.haines@bigpond.com 
. 

UC e-News 

 
Walk to D’feet MND 2023 – Team Mary 
 
Hello Folks,  
 
Details of the “Walk” for 2023 are in the attached flyer. As with 
previous years, this is our major fundraiser. Last year 800 
people attended, and we raised $100K. It is a fun event. 
It would be great if you and your friends could join us, and if 
not, please make a donation. 
 
I have again established a Team Mary page:  
https://my.mndsa.org.au/my-fundraising/1255/team-mary. 
Please use this page so that it records as a memory of that 
wonderful lady. 
 
Cheers 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geoff Thomas 

Chocolate Scorecard: scoring the chocolate suppliers this Easter 
 
We eat chocolate for comfort, celebration and indulgence.  
But what’s really going into the chocolate we buy?  
 
Chocolate is a $1 trillion industry worldwide. Immense profits are made, and often made at the 
expense of some of the world’s poorest people. 
 
The world’s biggest chocolate companies have been surveyed to find out how they rank when it 
comes to caring for people. 
Some chocolate companies are rising to the challenge, but others continue to ignore consumer 
demand for chocolate that’s good for the people who work in the chocolate supply chain and the 
planet. 
 
Check out this document to identify which chocolate to buy, and which NOT to buy this Easter: 
 
https://www.mightyearth.org/wp-content/uploads/2022_Chocolate_Scorecard_English_FINAL.pdf 
 

Michael Dowling 

mailto:jimmax.haines@bigpond.com
https://my.mndsa.org.au/my-fundraising/1255/team-mary
https://www.mightyearth.org/wp-content/uploads/2022_Chocolate_Scorecard_English_FINAL.pdf


 



Word for the Week  
 

“My wish for you is 

that you continue. 

Continue to be who 

and how you are, to 

astonish a mean world 

with your acts of 

kindness. Continue to 

allow humour to 

lighten the burden of 

your tender heart.” 

 
 

Maya Angelou 

1928-2014 

American memoirist, popular poet, and civil rights activist. 

 

Looking ahead in 2023 ...  

Sunday   26th March   11 O’Clockers lunch 

Sunday   26th March   Holy Communion 

Sunday  26th March   Walking Group 

Sunday  2nd April   Messy Church 

Friday  7th April   Good Friday Combined Service 9am 

Sunday  9th April   Easter Sunday Combined Service 10am 

Sunday  28th May   Reconciliation Sunday Combined Service 10am 

 

Minister Church Office 
8278 7699 

 

Michael Dowling 
0412 958 893 
minister@blackwooduc.org.au 

Peta Workman 
Office & Community Program Coordinator 

Tuesday to Friday  9:00am – 2:30pm 
office@blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 
Messy Church Coordinator 

Bonnie MacLaine-Mills 
0405 455 567 

bonniemaclainemills@gmail.com 

 

 BUC website 
www.blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 GIVING back to God 
http://blackwooduc.org.au/giving/ 
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