
 

 
Blackwood Uniting Church 

More than a Sunday Church… 
 

Week of 16th of February 2024 
  Service on Sunday 19th  February 2024 
Message 9.15 & 11am: Lynona Hawkins 

Worship Leader: Mark Williams 
Reader: Keith Rawolle 

Live Streamed by Tim 
 

Lectionary readings – Sunday 18th  February Lent 1 

** Gen 9: 8-17 ** Ps 25: 1-10 ** 1 Pt 3: 18-22** Mt 6: 1-6, 16-21 ** 

Next Services  

 

Sunday 25th February (HC) 

Message:  Michael Dowling 

Worship Leader: Mark Gill 

Reader: Jan Wiseman 

 
 

Something to Think About . . .    
Something to Think About… 

Genesis 1:1-5; Mark 1:9-15 

 

In the Beginning!  Very familiar words and appropriate not only to start Genesis but also as we 

move into the Season of Lent.   

Life is full of beginnings, from when we are born and continuing on through each new age and 

stage of our lives.  As we learn  

and grow in faith we might find ourselves feeling alone, bewildered, challenged and 

lost. Sometimes our discoveries might come  

from unexpected sources and different cultures, causing us to wonder whether or not we are on the 

right track.  Yet, from these  

wilderness times can come new discoveries, fresh insights, deeper understanding and renewed love 

and compassion for all of  

God’s creation. 

When we open our hearts and minds to God’s Spirit, who knows where our life’s journey will take 

us?   

Lynona Hawkins 

We believe we are called by God to be an inclusive 
Christian community, committed to justice, 

learning, service and care. 



BUC Walking group 
 

We have CANCELLED the 25/2/24 walk due to a clash with the Interfaith 
Matters Forum at Reconciliation Park.     
 
And we have another clash in March … its Easter.   The March walk will now 
take place on the 24/3/24.   

 
Still have a few walks which need a leader. If you’d like to volunteer, please 
contact me. 

 
Janet (0410 323 010) and Michael 

First Friday friends 
 
Our first gathering for this year will be on Friday March 1st in the coffee lounge at 
1.30.  We are pleased that our minister Michael has agreed to be our first speaker 
for the year.  
 
Everyone is welcome to come and hear Michael and join us for a chat over tea and 
scones afterwards. 
 

Helen Blake 

MEGA STASH SALE 
 
Don’t forget to pop into the MEGA STASH SALE at the BUC 10am to 2pm 
Saturday 24th Feb 24. 
 
Alternately, or in 
addition to calling in 
on the day, drop in 
any fabric, yarn, craft 
books etc stash you 
may want to move on 
from your own 
cupboards. We would 
love to help your old 
treasure find loving 
new homes. 
 
Hope to see you 
there. 

 
 
 
 

 
Peta and the COMPROG Team 

 
 



The Rev Michael Dowling is Retiring 
 
With Michael deciding to retire, his service of “release” will be March 17 with a 
combined service at 10.00am. At that time, we will say a thank you to Michael and 
release him from his ministry to us. 
 
If you would like to make a ‘thank offering’ for Michael’s service to Blackwood 
Uniting Church, you are invited to leave an envelope marked “Michael Dowling 
Thank you” containing your gift either at the office or in the large offering bowl on 
Sunday mornings. 
 
Thank you. 
 

Adrian Brown, Chair of the Church Council 

 
RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
 
"Iona Dreaming; the Healing Power 
of Place: A Memoir" by Clare Cooper 
Marcus. 
 
"Centering Prayer and Inner 
Awakening" by Cynthia Bourgeault. 
 
"Cora Villa" by Meredith Resce. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Joy Belling 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Calling all 

Photographers!  
 

A montage of images that tell the story of 
Creation 

 

We are looking for your original photographs for this montage which will be 
screened as a Prelude to services in Lent/Easter. 

 
If you have photographs that illustrate … 
• water (sea, river, lake, mist), sea and sky, sky,  
• sunrise, sunset, landforms with sea/river (cliffs, islands),  
• plants (desert plants, forests, seeds etc),  
• night skies, moon,  
• animals (diverse),  
• people (diverse, gatherings of people rock art).  
 

If you would like to participate you could email photos in      any or all of these 
categories to me at 

 sutcam17@gmail.com 
or leave a USB in Trevor’s pigeon hole in the Office. 

 
Alison Sutcliffe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sutcam17@gmail.com


Lenten Study: “God’s Own Country” 
 

This Lent, our Bible study groups will be 
engaging with a Lenten study by the Anglican 
Board of Mission (ABM) and written by 
Indigenous members of the Anglican Church. It 
is based upon the seven days of creation in 
Genesis. 
 
If you are not a member of an existing Bible 
study group but are interested in being part of a 
newly formed group for this Lenten period only, 
and tackling this particular study, then please 
contact me to register you interest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Dowling  
Minister 

0412-958893 

 

Mainly Music 2024 
 
Mainly music had two successful sessions this year with many families returning 
from 2023. It is a privilege to belong to an international organization which is known 
to the volunteers as mainly ministries.  
 
This ministry not only happens in local churches but in groups which are not 
affiliated with churches and depend on finance through donations. Some of the 
mission work includes a group meeting in a women’s prison where the inmates 
have their children with them.  
 
Another group meets within a school for disabled children and also a mobile group 
is available in outback Queensland for isolated children and indigenous families. 
The coordinators are dedicated Christian leaders who believe in the goals of mainly 
ministries, the arms of which are mainly music, mainly babies and mainly play. The 
changes seen are amazing, as parents are encouraged to play and interact with 
their children, in a loving, supportive environment.  
 
Could you please pray for the coordinators who help the families find peace in their 
chaotic lives and come to know the reality of God’s love? 
 
 

Carys Penny 

 
 



Progressive Christianity Bible Study: The Lord’s Prayer-Unpacked and 
Remixed! 
 

Some time ago, we started a “Progressive Christianity” study series at BUC, to 
which a number of people have now contributed. I continue to encourage people to 
consider making a contribution themselves.  
 
In relation to the intersection between faith, lived experience, and your 
understanding of the world: 
 

If you have long been puzzled, or annoyed, or troubled, or conflicted, or 
passionate about something, then why not invite the rest of us into your 
musings?! Why not take an hour or so and put your thoughts down on paper, 
and see where it leads you? If you believe it might be helpful for others to 
hear, why not share it? 

 
I have recently been reflecting on the Lord’s Prayer, that iconic prayer of the 
Christian faith. This is an excerpt from the preamble to a study I have written, 
entitled The Lord’s Prayer-Unpacked and Remixed! 
 

This study is a reflection on the famous prayer which Jesus is said to have 
taught his disciples, when one of those disciples asked him, “Lord, teach us 
how to pray” (Luke 11:1-4). The prayer he taught them is also recorded in 
Matthew 6:9-13. 
 
This prayer is still used today, some 2,000 years later. 
For some people, the prayer continues to have deep meaning. 
For others, however, some of the language employed can be challenging, or 
even a barrier between the person who is praying and God. Some of the 
words of the Lord’s Prayer (e.g. Father, Heaven, Kingdom, and even the 
word sin) may, in 2024, literally get in the way of faith in God for some 
people. And this, I believe, is the antithesis of what Jesus sought in teaching 
the prayer. 
 
This study explores the verses of the Lord’s Prayer, examining the literal 
words, reflecting on what Jesus may have been getting at in using these 
words, and how that deep meaning might be “mapped” onto new words that 
better resonate with our modern-day understanding. The study ends by 
presenting, side-by-side with the Lord’s Prayer, a Lord’s Prayer “Remix 
Version” for your further reflection. 

 
The PDF of the study is attached, together with the link below: 
 
https://blackwooduc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/PCS-007-Lords-Prayer-
Remix-Version.pdf 
 

Michael Dowling  

 

 

https://blackwooduc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/PCS-007-Lords-Prayer-Remix-Version.pdf
https://blackwooduc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/PCS-007-Lords-Prayer-Remix-Version.pdf


Roundabout Playgroup 
 
Roundabout Playgroup resumed on Monday 5th February. We didn't start on 
29th January, the first day of the school term, to allow families to settle their 
children into the new school year. It has been a bit of a slow start, but we have had 
three new families so far, and grandparents remain a significant cohort. 
 
The theme for the term is ‘Just Imagine...’ with stories that invite the children to 
imagine life a little differently, even fantastically...including traditional;/ fairy tales, 
dinosaurs, catching the moon and more. We celebrated Pancake Day on Monday 
this week, and we'll celebrate Harmony Day on March 19th as well as Easter on 
March 26th. Our end of term special day will be an imaginative dress-up day, so 
lots of variety. 
 
We have two public holidays (Adelaide Cup and Easter Monday) so it is a short 
term. A reminder that on Catastrophic Fire days there will be no Playgroup but the 
church is open as a safe place for people to come and spend the day.  
 
We look forward to a happy and enjoyable term. 
 

Marnie Agnew Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



One Day Conference South Australian 2024 History Festival  
 

Saturday 4th May 
 

The recently formed South Australian Church History Network (SACHN) invites 
you to register for the one-day conference as part of this year’s History 
Festival.  
 
The theme of the day is Paradise of Dissent Revisited. Papers of 20 minutes 
will be presented and open up and examine areas in which churches and 
Christians influenced social and public life.   
 
Early responses indicate that the event will be full of variety and interest and 
draw on most SA church traditions. Papers will explore the notion of SA as a 
‘Paradise of Dissent’ and encourage further research and publication. 
The SACHN involves historians from several Christian denominations 
(currently Anglican, Baptist, Salvation Army, Uniting Church) who are 
concerned with the recognition of SA religious history within the broader 
history of SA and within the religious history of Australia as a whole. Its aims 
are to increase awareness of the Christian presence in and contribution to SA 
life and history from 1836.  
 
Those registering for the day will receive a detailed program including 
timetable and topics of papers. To find out more and register contact the 
convenor of SACHN, Rev. Dr Dean Eland at djeland@bigpond.com  
Conference fee is $30 and last date for registration is Monday 29 April.  
 
The conference will be held at The Church of the Trinity, (UCA) 318 
Goodwood Rd, Clarence Park 5034. Generous onsite parking is available on 
the northern side of the church site. 

 
 

Michael Dowling 

 



Word for the Week  
 

“Never bend your 

head; always hold it 

high. Look the 

world in the face.” 
 

 

 
Helen Keller 

1880-1968 

Helen Adams Keller was an American author, disability rights advocate, 

political activist and lecturer. Born in West Tuscumbia, Alabama, she lost her 

sight and her hearing after a bout of illness when she was 19 months old. 

 

Looking ahead in 2024  

Saturday  24th February   Community Program Stash Sale 

Sunday   3rd March    Messy Church 

Sunday  17th March    Rev Michael Dowling’s Last Day 

  
Church Office 

8278 7699 

 

 Peta Workman 
Office & Community Program Coordinator 

Tuesday to Friday  9:00am – 2:30pm 
office@blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 
Messy Church Coordinator 

Bonnie MacLaine-Mills 
0405 455 567 

bonniemaclainemills@gmail.com 

 

 BUC website 
www.blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 GIVING back to God 
http://blackwooduc.org.au/giving/ 

 

 

mailto:office@blackwooduc.org.au
mailto:bonniemaclainemills@gmail.com
http://www.blackwooduc.org.au/
http://blackwooduc.org.au/giving/

