
 

 
Blackwood Uniting Church 

More than a Sunday Church… 
 

Week of 23rd of February 2024 
  Service on Sunday 25th  February 2024 

Message 9.15 & 11am: Michael Dowling 
Worship Leader: Mark Gill 

Reader: Jan Wiseman 
Holy Communion 

Live Streamed by Tim 
 

Lectionary readings – Sunday 18th  February Lent 2 

** Gen 17: 1-7, 15-16 ** Ps 22: 23-31 ** Rom 4: 13-25**  

Mk 8: 31-38 or Mk 9: 2-9 ** 

Next Services  

 

Sunday 25th February (HC) 

Message:  Michael Dowling 

Worship Leader: Penny Harper 

Reader: Helen Blake 

 
 

Something to Think About . . .    
Navigating our Faith… 

 

And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the 

waters.’ So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters 

that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there 

was morning, the second day. 

 

As we come to the second Sunday of Lent, we continue our Lenten theme of the six mythological days of creation, 

and we ask the question: what is faith? Is faith simply what we happen to believe? If that is the case, would this 

mean that a growing faith is where we hold, with ever-increasing tenacity, to what we already believe?  

 

Beliefs, however, for most people, tend to change, as we live our lives and as these beliefs are, inevitably, brought 

into question. We don’t normally believe the same things as an adult, that we did as a child. 

 

Perhaps faith is something beyond “stuff that we believe,” and a growing faith may be beyond rigid adherence to a 

set of beliefs. We shall explore such matters this Sunday. 

Michael Dowling 

We believe we are called by God to be an inclusive 
Christian community, committed to justice, 

learning, service and care. 



 
Update on the tragic death of Tony Otworowski 
 
 

As you will be aware, there has been tragic news in our Blackwood Uniting 
Church community. A few days ago, beloved member, Tony Otworowski, went 
missing during a fly-fishing trip with friends in New Zealand, with his body being 
discovered the following day. 
 
A post-mortem has now been conducted in Dunedin NZ, and cause of death 
established as sudden heart failure. Tony would not have suffered, which is 
some comfort to Jackie and the family, as they endeavour to come to terms with 
the shock and the grief of losing him. 
 
Jackie and family are now working through the complexities associated with 
Tony having died in New Zealand. Jackie’s sons, Ryan and Thomas, plan to fly 
to New Zealand, to organize cremation, to attend to all necessary paperwork, 
and to collect their dad’s luggage, before flying home. Tony’s ashes will be 
shipped back to Adelaide, perhaps as many as ten days after the cremation. 
 
We will keep you informed of developments, including a date for Tony’s funeral, 
which will be held sometime after Tony’s ashes have been received. In the 
meantime, please continue to hold Jackie and her family in your love and in your 
prayers.  

 
Michael Dowling 

Minister 

BUC Walking group 
 

We have CANCELLED the 25/2/24 walk due to a clash with the Interfaith 
Matters Forum at Reconciliation Park.     
 
And we have another clash in March … its Easter.   The March walk will now 
take place on the 24/3/24.   

 
Still have a few walks which need a leader. If you’d like to volunteer, please 
contact me. 

 
Janet (0410 323 010) and Michael 

First Friday friends 
 
Our first gathering for this year will be on Friday March 1st in the coffee lounge at 
1.30.  We are pleased that our minister Michael has agreed to be our first speaker 
for the year.  
 
Everyone is welcome to come and hear Michael and join us for a chat over tea and 
scones afterwards. 
 

Helen Blake 



 
MEGA STASH SALE 
Don’t forget to pop into the MEGA STASH SALE at the BUC 10am to 2pm 
Saturday 24th Feb 24. 
 
Alternately, or in addition to calling in on the day, drop in any fabric, yarn, craft 
books etc stash you may want to move on from your own cupboards. We would 
love to help your old treasure find loving new homes. 
 
Hope to see you there. 

 

 
Peta and the COMPROG Team 

 
 
The Rev Michael Dowling is Retiring 
 
With Michael deciding to retire, his service of “release” will be March 17 with a 
combined service at 10.00am. At that time, we will say a thank you to Michael and 
release him from his ministry to us. 
 
If you would like to make a ‘thank offering’ for Michael’s service to Blackwood 
Uniting Church, you are invited to leave an envelope marked “Michael Dowling 
Thank you” containing your gift either at the office or in the large offering bowl on 
Sunday mornings. 
 
Thank you. 
 

Adrian Brown, Chair of the Church Council 

 



 

 
 

RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCH LIBRARY 

 
"Iona Dreaming; the Healing Power of Place: A 
Memoir" by Clare Cooper Marcus. 
 
"Centering Prayer and Inner Awakening" by 
Cynthia Bourgeault. 
 
"Cora Villa" by Meredith Resce. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Joy Belling 

 
 



 

 



 
 

Calling all 

Photographers!  
 

A montage of images that tell the story of 
Creation 

 

We are looking for your original photographs for this montage which will be 
screened as a Prelude to services in Lent/Easter. 

 
If you have photographs that illustrate … 
• water (sea, river, lake, mist), sea and sky, sky,  
• sunrise, sunset, landforms with sea/river (cliffs, islands),  
• plants (desert plants, forests, seeds etc),  
• night skies, moon,  
• animals (diverse),  
• people (diverse, gatherings of people rock art).  
 

If you would like to participate you could email photos in      any or all of these 
categories to me at 

 sutcam17@gmail.com 
or leave a USB in Trevor’s pigeon hole in the Office. 

 
Alison Sutcliffe 

 

mailto:sutcam17@gmail.com


 
 

 
 



 
 

One Day Conference South Australian 2024 History Festival  
 

Saturday 4th May 
 

The recently formed South Australian Church History Network (SACHN) invites 
you to register for the one-day conference as part of this year’s History 
Festival.  
 
The theme of the day is Paradise of Dissent Revisited. Papers of 20 minutes 
will be presented and open up and examine areas in which churches and 
Christians influenced social and public life.   
 
Early responses indicate that the event will be full of variety and interest and 
draw on most SA church traditions. Papers will explore the notion of SA as a 
‘Paradise of Dissent’ and encourage further research and publication. 
The SACHN involves historians from several Christian denominations 
(currently Anglican, Baptist, Salvation Army, Uniting Church) who are 
concerned with the recognition of SA religious history within the broader 
history of SA and within the religious history of Australia as a whole. Its aims 
are to increase awareness of the Christian presence in and contribution to SA 
life and history from 1836.  
 
Those registering for the day will receive a detailed program including 
timetable and topics of papers. To find out more and register contact the 
convenor of SACHN, Rev. Dr Dean Eland at djeland@bigpond.com  
Conference fee is $30 and last date for registration is Monday 29 April.  
 
The conference will be held at The Church of the Trinity, (UCA) 318 
Goodwood Rd, Clarence Park 5034. Generous onsite parking is available on 
the northern side of the church site. 

 
 

Michael Dowling 



Word for the Week  
 

“I do not forget any 

good deed done to me, 

and I do not carry a 

grudge for a bad one.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Viktor Frankl 

1905-1997 

Viktor Emil Frankl was an Austrian psychiatrist and Holocaust survivor, who founded 

logotherapy, a school of psychotherapy that describes a search for a life's meaning as the 

central human motivational force. 

 

Looking ahead in 2024  

Saturday  24th February   Community Program Stash Sale 

Sunday   3rd March    Messy Church 

Sunday  17th March    Rev Michael Dowling’s Last Day 

Sunday   17th March    Journeying 

  
Church Office 

8278 7699 

 

 Peta Workman 
Office & Community Program Coordinator 

Tuesday to Friday  9:00am – 2:30pm 
office@blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 
Messy Church Coordinator 

Bonnie MacLaine-Mills 
0405 455 567 

bonniemaclainemills@gmail.com 

 

 BUC website 
www.blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 GIVING back to God 
http://blackwooduc.org.au/giving/ 

 

 

mailto:office@blackwooduc.org.au
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