
 

 
Blackwood Uniting Church 

More than a Sunday Church… 
 

Week of 15th of March 2024 
  Service on Sunday 17th March 2024 

Combined Service  10:00am 
Message: Rev Dr Les Underwood 

Worship Leader: Heather Lee 
Reader: Una Robertson 

Live Streamed by Tim 
 

Lectionary readings – Sunday 17th March Lent 5 

** Jer 31: 31-34 ** Ps 51: 1-12 ** Heb5: 5-10 ** ** Jn 12: 20-33 ** 

 

Next Services  

Sunday 24th March  

Message:  Neville Pope 

Worship Leader: Jane Bassham 

Reader: Una Robertson 

 

 
 

 
Close of Ministry Service  
 
Welcome to Rev Dr Les Underwood 
 

Les is a friend and mentor to Michael Dowling and will be guest preacher at 
Michael’s Service of Release on Sunday. 
 
We also welcome the Chair of the Presbytery of Southern SA, Rev Peter 
McDonald and other guests. 
 
Please join us all for a light lunch after the service. 
 

 

 

We believe we are called by God to be an inclusive 
Christian community, committed to justice, 

learning, service and care. 



 
The Rev Michael Dowling is Retiring 
 

With Michael deciding to retire, his service of “release” will be March 17 with a 
combined service at 10.00am. At that time, we will say a thank you to Michael 
and release him from his ministry to us. 
 
If you would like to make a ‘thank offering’ for Michael’s service to Blackwood 
Uniting Church, you are invited to leave an envelope marked “Michael Dowling 
Thank you” containing your gift either at the office or in the large offering bowl 
on Sunday mornings. 
The service will be followed by a light lunch & you are invited to bring a plate 
(with something on it!      ) to share. There will also be an opportunity to share 
your memories & stories about Michael.   
 
If you haven’t already done so, there are cards to be signed in the office and 
they will be available for signing on Sunday as well. 
 
Thank you. 

 
Adrian Brown, Chair of the Church Council 

Reflection on my five years as minister at BUC 
Attached to the newsletter this week is a reflection from Michael – please read! 

 
 

Easter Services 
 

Good Friday 9am 
 

Easter Sunday 10am 
 

 
BUC Walk – Walk around the Torrens 

Michael and I are leading the next BUC Walk on Sunday 24 March.  Due to 
Easter, we have moved the walk to a week earlier.  If you would like to re-
acquaint yourselves with a train trip to the city followed by a walk around the 
Torrens this is your chance.  
 
We will meet you at 2pm outside The Guardsman at the Adelaide Railway 
Station. Michael and I will be travelling on the train leaving Coromandel Station 
at 13.21pm arriving ADL at 13.52 Hope you can join us. Janet 0410 323 010 
and Michael 0415 698 663. 

 
Janet and Michael Hughes 

 
Recent Addition to The Church Library 

'Questioning our grip on the Cross: a 7-part Lenten Study" by Michael Dowling.  
Joy Belling 

 



 
 

 
 



Word for the Week  
 
 “I really think a champion is defined not 

by their wins but by how they can 

recover when they fall.”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serena Williams 

American Professional Tennis Player 

 

Looking ahead in 2024  

Sunday  17th March    Rev Michael Dowling’s Last Day 

Sunday   17th March    Journeying 

Sunday  24th March    Palm Sunday 

Friday  29th March    Good Friday 

Sunday  31st March    Easter Sunday 

 

  
Church Office 

8278 7699 

 

 Peta Workman 
Office & Community Program Coordinator 

Tuesday to Friday  9:00am – 2:30pm 
office@blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 
Messy Church Coordinator 

Bonnie MacLaine-Mills 
0405 455 567 

bonniemaclainemills@gmail.com 

 

 BUC website 
www.blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 GIVING back to God 
http://blackwooduc.org.au/giving/ 

 

Reflection on my five years as minister at BUC 
 

mailto:office@blackwooduc.org.au
mailto:bonniemaclainemills@gmail.com
http://www.blackwooduc.org.au/
http://blackwooduc.org.au/giving/


This Sunday, the fifth Sunday in Lent, is my Close of Ministry service, 
with me ending my ministry at Blackwood Uniting Church, as well as 
retiring as a Uniting Church minister. 
 
It will be a bit different to our normal services. Our visiting preacher for 
the day will be my supervisor, mentor and friend, Rev. Dr. Les 
Underwood, who’ll be working with our worship leader Heather Lee. At 
the end of the service, our Presbytery Chair, Rev. Peter McDonald, our 
Church Council Chair, Rev. Dr. Adrian Brown, and our Church Council 
Secretary Bec English will be involved in me “handing back” the 
ministerial responsibilities I have had for the five years of my placement. 
It is only fitting, then, to offer this, my final reflection as minister. 
 
I came to Blackwood Uniting Church in March 2019, four months after 
the death of my darling wife Joy. Blackwood has been my first, and 
indeed my only congregational placement, with me having previously 
worked as a chaplain in aged care. So, my first thought is to wonder 
aloud, “How lucky am I that my one and only congregational placement 
happened to be at…Blackwood Uniting Church!” 
 
Prior to my appointment, and during my conversation with the Joint 
Nominating Committee, I was informed that BUC had been looking for a 
minister for some 16 months, and yet, as I listened, I heard of the many 
programs and activities that had continued on, regardless of this fact. I 
realized, there and then, a powerful truth: the life of Blackwood Uniting 
Church is not in its minister, but in its people. Since the day I began at 
BUC, and every day of the five years since, I have experienced the truth 
of this. It has been wonderful working with so many dedicated, 
passionate, gifted people, in the various areas of the church’s life. In 
many ways, my job has been made extraordinarily easy by virtue of this 
place being what it is. Oftentimes, one or more of our members has 
developed a passion for a particular project, and it has simply been a 
case of me jumping on board! Often, I’ve just been along for the ride, 
and what a wonderful ride it’s been! 
 
If I was to describe BUC in a single word, that word would have to be 
openness. 
 
Openness to others. 
Openness to diversity. 
Openness to new ideas and challenge. 
(e.g. openness to the ideas explored in Questioning Our Grip on the 
Cross, without burning its creator at the nearest stake) 



 
Actually, that’s wrong. 
As well as openness, there’s another word that also most describes 
BUC: connectedness. 
This is the most connected place! 
A community of people deeply connected to each other! 
A community of people deeply connected to our wider community, and 
humming with community life! 
 
For me, this was most beautifully expressed in the recent memorial 
service of Tony Otworowski. Every contribution to this service was, quite 
simply, an act of love. The people in this community came together, in 
the most moving way, as we expressed our sorrow at Tony’s untimely 
death, and our love and support for Jackie and her family. After the 
service, a woman whom I’d not met, spoke to me, expressing a certain 
puzzlement. She hadn’t been near a church for many years, but there 
was, she said, something about this place.  
She said she could actually feel the love flowing around this place during 
our celebration of Tony’s life. 
 
That’s why I have come to love this place and to love the people in it: it is 
a place of openness and connection, where love simply flows. 
 
I have learned perspective in my time at BUC. I have learned there are 
members who have been here their whole life, in some cases over 70 or 
80 years. Over these many years, there have been many, many 
ministers. Ministers come, and ministers go. But the pulsating life of this 
place goes on. I am so honoured to have been one of the many 
ministers at BUC and, for these past five years, to share in its pulsating 
life. 
 
Thank you for that privilege. Thank you for accepting me, with my many 
quirks and deficiencies. 
 
I will never forget this place. Even when I’m old and grey, I’ll look back 
on that time I spent at Blackwood Uniting Church and think, gee that was 
such an amazing place, and… 
 
Hang on a minute. 
I just remembered. 
I’m leaving as minister, but I’m not going anywhere. 
Because I had the decency to marry into the place! 
 



Not only did I come to this most magnificent community… 
Not only did I get accepted by this community… 
Not only did I come to deeply know and to love so many in this 
community… 
Not only did I get to ride on the coat-tails of many passionate people in 
this community… 
 
But also…wondrously, amazingly, I met, fell in love with, and married the 
magnificent Karen Collins, who has utterly transformed my life! 
 
And so, yes, since Karen was a member, I have indeed, officially, 
married into the place! 
 
I do wish to make something quite clear, however, given that it’s unusual 
for the departing minister to “hang around.” I will be adopting a low 
profile after my departure as minister, so as to not impede the work of 
the supply ministers and whomever is ultimately appointed as minister. 
And, if I seek role models for how a retired minister should behave in 
relation to the minister of the day, I need only look to BUC’s wonderful, 
retired ministers, who have been nothing but supportive and encouraging 
to me. 
 
Once again, thank you, with all my heart, for having me as minister at 
Blackwood Uniting Church. It will count as one of my life’s great honors. 
 
Michael Dowling 
Minister 
(for just a little bit longer) 
 


