
 

 
Blackwood Uniting Church 

More than a Sunday Church… 
 

Week of 19th of April 2024 
  Service on Sunday 21st April 2024 

Services: 9.15am & 11 am 
Message: Wes Bray 

Worship Leader: Peter Cranwell 
Reader: Jan Wiseman 

Live Streamed  
 

Lectionary readings – Sunday 21st April Easter 4 

** Acts 4: 5-12 ** Ps 23 ** 1 Jn 3: 16-24 ** Jn 10: 1-8 ** 

Next Services  

Sunday 28th April (Easter 5) 

Service 9.15am & 11am 

Message:  Rev. John Candy 

Worship Leader: Mike Bull 

Reader: Jan Wiseman 

 
 

 

Reflection              Something to think about. 
Psalm 23 is much-loved and undoubtedly one of the most well-known passages in the 
Bible.  Many of the hymns in the hymn book have been inspired by these words. 
 
On this Good Shepherd Sunday, the image of God as shepherd inspires trust and 
confidence but does not deny the multiple, sustained threats to that security.  Thus, we 
should take care that our familiarity with this psalm does not give way to sentimentality. 
 
In his teachings, Jesus describes himself as a shepherd.  A shepherd who can be relied 
on to look after the sheep, not a person who does not care and will leave the sheep to 
look after themselves in times of trouble. 
 
A good shepherd’s love for the sheep bears the same qualities as those described in 1 
John 3: sacrificial, bold, power filled.  Furthermore, this shepherd is not the shepherd only 

We believe we are called by God to be an inclusive 
Christian community, committed to justice, 

learning, service and care. 



of these sheep.  One flock, one shepherd (v. 16): other sheep, ultimately all sheep, 
belong to this shepherd. 
As we listen once again to these familiar words, let us consider what it means to be part 
of the flock following the good shepherd. 

Wes Bray 

 

First Friday Friends 

Our next gathering will be on Friday 3rd of May at 1.30 in the coffee 
lounge.  Our speaker will be Anthony Furness.  His topic is “ a church boy 
conscripted to the army”.   
 
Everyone is welcome to join us. 

 
Helen Blake 

 
The Poet and the Penman 
 

The Poet and the Penman by Ashleigh Lower is yours for a donation of $10 or 
more. 
 
All proceeds support the work of the Blackwood Circle of Friends. 

 
Ashleigh Lower 

 
Philosophers Lunch 

 
The Philosophers' lunch is on Sunday, 21st April. 
 
Please bring your own lunch and ideas to share as we chew the fat on many 
things philosophical, ethical, theological and more. 
 
Blackwood UC coffee  lounge, 12:15 p.m.  
 

Heather Lee 

 
Walking Group 

 
WALK GROUP Sunday 28th April Meet 2pm at carpark next to roundabout on 
corner of Chandlers Hill Rd and Kenihans Rd, Happy Valley. 
 
We will do a circuit walk at the southern end of the Happy Valley Reservoir. 
Geoff and Ann McLean    0416162048 

Geoff & Ann McLean 

 



 
 

The Oodnadatta Church needs chairs and this is a great way for congregations 
and groups to help. 

Nancy Cranwell 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 
The SA Wellspring Community  

 

invites you to join us on an excursion to the 
 

 Adelaide BOTANIC Garden 
 

on the Saturday 11th May 
 

We plan to gather at the Friends’ Gate entrance at 10.00am.   
This is located on Plane Tree Drive.  Parking is also available along this road which 

is one way with the entrance off Hackney Rd.   
Cars can also be parked off Hackney Rd along from the Wine Centre 

*Please note there is a fee for parking. 
 

From there we will walk to the  
 

Garden of Health 
 

This lovely area promotes the connection between plants, people  
and wellbeing.  It has two sections: 

 

The Garden of Healing & The Garden of Contemplation 
 

There are plenty of benches & we will spend time there learning about the various 
plants, their cultural origins & potential for healing. 

 

We will take time for reflection, sharing & worship. There is a kiosk close by for 
lunch.  If the day is wet there are a number of pavilions with different themes we 

could visit instead.  Please feel free to invite your friends.   
 

RSVP Tuesday May 7th to  
Lynona Hawkins, SA state contact for Wellspring  
lynona@bigpond.com; 0438 021 263; 8278 3870 

 
The Wellspring Community is an Australia-wide inclusive Christian Community. 

We are an ecumenical community seeking to offer hospitality of the heart and inclusion to 
people of all cultures, faith traditions and LGBTQIA+ identities. 

 
Our areas of concern are: 

Peace & Social Justice 
Spirituality & Worship 
First Nations Justice 

Sustainablility 
Ecumenical & Interfaith matters 

Hospitality & Healing 
 

We are inspired by the Celtic spirituality of the Iona Community in Scotland. 

 
 

mailto:lynona@bigpond.com


 

 

 



 

 



Supply Ministers Contact 

While we welcome our two supply ministers (from April and May, respectively), 
you may want to make note of their email addresses while they are with us at 
BUC: 

minister@blackwooduc.og.au – Rev John Candy 

worship@blackwooduc.org.au – Craig Mitchell 

In case you’re wondering, the email address for data entry is still 
buc.worship@gmail.com and I’m sure will be put to much use by John and 
Craig. 

Karen Collins 

Word for the Week  

 

Christianity was never intended 

to be a system or structure of 

belief in the 

modern 

sense; it 

originated as 

a disposition 

of the heart. 
 

 

 

 

 

Diana Butler Bass 

Born 1959 – 

American historian of Christianity and advocate for progressive Christianity 

mailto:minister@blackwooduc.og.au
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Looking ahead in 2024  

Sunday  21st April    Philosophers Lunch 

Thursday  25th April    Anzac Day Dawn Service 

Sunday   28th April    Walking Group 

Wednesday  1st May    Community Classes resume 

Friday   3rd May    First Friday Friends 

 

 

John Candy weekly office hours 

Monday 9am – 5.30pm 

Tuesday 10am or 12pm – 5.30pm 

Friday 9am – 2pm 

 

Church Office 
8278 7699 

Interim Minister 

Rev. John Candy 0411 267 639 
 

 

 Peta Workman 
Office & Community Program Coordinator 

Tuesday to Friday  9:00am – 2:30pm 
office@blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 
Messy Church Coordinator 

Bonnie MacLaine-Mills 
0405 455 567 

bonniemaclainemills@gmail.com 

 

 BUC website 
www.blackwooduc.org.au 

 

 GIVING back to God 
http://blackwooduc.org.au/giving/ 
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